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INTRODUCTION 

  

Spartanburg School District Four ensures that all children who have disabilities, from age 3 to 

21, who reside in the District, and who are in need of special education and related services are 

located, identified, evaluated, and served, based on the recommendations of an Individual 

Education Program (IEP) team. 

This applies to all children with disabilities, including highly mobile children (such as migrant 

and homeless children), and children who are suspected of being eligible under IDEA, even 

though they are advancing from grade to grade. 

It applies to students with disabilities, being served in other districts, who transfer into 

Spartanburg School District Four. 

It also applies to students with disabilities, who reside in Spartanburg School District Four and 

are being home schooled. 

This applies to those children attending private schools within the geographic boundaries of 

Spartanburg School District Four. 

For those students who are transitioning to preschool, Spartanburg School District Four will 

participate in a transition planning meeting for the purpose of affecting a smooth and timely 

transition into the school district. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter 1 

FACILITIES, PERSONNEL & SERVICES 
  

Spartanburg School District Four ensures that children with disabilities have equal access to a 

variety of educational programs and services available to non-disabled children. Spartanburg 

School District Four ensures that, to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, 

including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are educated with 

students who do not have disabilities. Special classes, separate classes, separate schooling, or 

other removals of students with disabilities from the regular educational environment occur only 

when the nature or severity of the disability is such that education in regular classes with the use 

of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily. Placement decisions for 

children with disabilities are made on an individual basis by the IEP team. 

Spartanburg School District Four provides a full range of opportunities, programs and services, 

to meet the unique needs of children with disabilities in the least restrictive educational setting. 

Spartanburg School District Four ensures that every child with a disability has full access to 

the general curriculum with accommodations and modifications as delineated in the IEP. 

These opportunities are provided through public school programs within and outside of the 

boundaries of Spartanburg School District Four. Spartanburg School District Four provides 

access to vocational training and transition services as appropriate. Other student specific 

circumstances may be addressed as determined by the IEP team. 

  

Equipment, Materials and Assistive Technology 
  

Spartanburg School District Four provides appropriate instructional equipment and material, 

including assistive technology devices and assistive technology services deemed appropriate to 

implement each students IEP. 

  

Personnel Standards 
  

Teachers of students with disabilities, prior to employment, must have valid South Carolina 

certification, with an endorsement appropriate for the disabilities of the students they will serve. 

Additionally, special education teachers within Spartanburg School District Four must meet 

highly qualified teacher requirements for their respective teaching assignments, as designated by 

federal and state guidelines. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  



  

Chapter 2 

CHILD FIND 

  

In order to identify, locate, evaluate, and serve all students in Spartanburg School District Four, 

who need special education and related services, The district  conducts a Child Find. This Child 

Find includes, at a minimum, the following: 

  

A referral procedures, which ensure that each student who is suspected or known to be a child 

with a disability is referred to Spartanburg School District Four’s Department of Special Services 

for further evaluation. These procedures are found in Chapter 3, A Brief Overview of the Special 

Education Process. 

Any person may refer a child to the IEP team for reasons including, but not limited to, the 

following (list is not exhaustive): 

 

  a. Failing to pass a hearing, vision, or speech screening, 

      b. Unsatisfactory performance on group achievement tests or accountability measures, 

      c. Repeatedly failing one or more subjects, or the 

      d. Inability to progress or participate in developmentally appropriate preschool activities. 

  

Spartanburg School District Four ensures that there are continuing efforts related to cultural 

competencies in relationship to public awareness and child find activities, such as the ability to 

communicate with parents and families in ways which are appropriate to their individual racial, 

ethnic, and/or cultural backgrounds. 

  

Spartanburg School District Four coordinates with area agencies, family centered supports, and 

services to establish a process of district notification of children served by these programs, 

consistent with the interagency agreement between the District and the area agencies providing 

family centered supports and services. 

  

On an annual basis, Spartanburg School District Four contacts all private schools (including 

religious elementary and secondary schools) within its geographic boundaries. Then a consultation 

meeting is held to advise private school officials of Spartanburg School District Four’s 

responsibilities to identify, evaluate and serve all students who are identified as children with 

disabilities enrolled in their schools.  (See sample article on the following page.)  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Herald-Journal:  Announcement of Private School Meeting for Information regarding the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
  

  

Notice: 
  

Dear Private School or Home School Representative: 
  

The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), as amended, requires public school districts 

to consult with representatives of private schools for the purpose of determining the 

number of private school children with disabilities and their special education 

needs.  While no private school child is entitled to any specific service, the consultation with 

private school representatives will designate certain children to receive some level of 

service based on the district’s proportion of students with disabilities enrolled in private 

schools.  Only students identified as disabled and reported on the District’s Child Count 

will generate funds for services. 
  

In order to better serve you, the Spartanburg County School System is inviting you to 

attend an information session scheduled on Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 8:30 AM at 

McCarthy-Teszler School; 175 Burdette Street, Spartanburg, SC 29307. 
  

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact your local Director of Special 

Education at the number listed below.  We look forward to working with you this school 

year. 
  

District 1   Dr. Trish Beason:          864-472-2846 

District 2   Ms. Frances Metta:       864-578-0128 

District 3  Ms. Cynthia James:        864-279-6017 

District 4  Ms. Mary Johnson:        864-476-3186 

District 5  Ms. Cathy Boshamer:    864-949-2309 

District 6  Dr. Alan Eggert:             864-576-4212 

District 7  Ms. Cheryl Revels:         864-594-4493 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

tel:864-472-2846
tel:864-578-0128
tel:864-279-6017
tel:864-476-3186
tel:864-949-2309
tel:864-576-4212
tel:864-594-4493


  

  

On an annual basis  Spartanburg District Four publicizes and disseminates information, which 

describes the Child Find Program. This includes a description of Spartanburg District Four’s 

special services program, supports and services, including a contact person, his/her functions, 

and the manner by which he/she might be contacted for further information or referral. (See 

sample flyer below.) 

  

Do you believe your child has a speech, hearing, vision or learning problem? 
  

It’s time for Project Search  
  

Speech, Hearing, Vision, Developmental Screenings 
  

For Children Birth – 21 Years of Age 
  

Date-TBD 

Woodruff Primary School   

MAIN ENTRANCE 
  

**Call Rhonda Hines at 476-3174 to schedule an appointment*** 

(If your child is already enrolled in school, please contact the school office for information 

on requesting a referral.) 
  

  

  

 

   

 

tel:476-3174


Chapter 3 

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS 
  

Listed below are the steps in the process of referral, evaluation,  placement, and re-evaluation of 

a child with special needs. 

  

Referral 
Intervention-12-20 weeks 

Tier 1-minimum 6 weeks 

Tier 2-minimum 6 weeks 

If the Intervention Team determines that a child does not need to be evaluated, the team will 

provide some ideas/suggestions/modifications pertaining to the reason for referral that may be 

helpful for the child in the classroom. 

 

Screening 
Vision 

Hearing 

Speech/Language 

 

Permission to Evaluate Obtained 

If the Intervention Team determines that a child does need to be evaluated, the team will obtain 

consent to evaluate the child. 

  

Collection of Information 
Health and Developmental History 

Relevant Discipline Notices 

Grades/Copy of Recent Report Card 

Statewide Testing Results 

If an Intellectual Disability is suspected completion of Adaptive Behavior Scale 

If Learning Disability suspected completion of LD Observation Checklist 

If Other Health-Impairment is suspected completion of Medical report by physician and 

completion of 2 judgmental statements by school staff 

If Autism is suspected completion of 3 student observations and the autism rating scale CARS, 

GADS, or ASDS 

If an Emotional Disability is suspected completion of 10 day anecdotal report form, 

documentation of 9 weeks of intervention, Documentation of Behavioral intervention, 3 

observations of the student, completion of a Behavior Rating Scales (such as BASC or Conners) 

by 2 sources. 

  

Observation: 

A.  At least one team member other than the child’s regular teacher shall observe the 

      child’s academic performance in the general education classroom setting. 

B. The LEA must ensure that the child is observed in his/her learning environment 

     (including the general education classroom setting) to document the child’s academic 

     performance and behavior in the areas of difficulty. 

C. In the case of a child of less than school age or out of school, a team member shall 



observe the child in an age appropriate environment  

  

Evaluation 
Once all the relevant data on the child has been collected, the school psychologist will review 

the data and evaluate the child. 

 

Placement/Non placement Team Meeting 

 

Once the psychological evaluation is completed, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

Team is required to meet to determine what will be done in response to the referral, and to 

determine the best course of action regarding the child’s educational program. The IEP Team 

will make placement decisions in accordance with state and federal laws and rules for each child 

with a disability. 

  

 A. If the IEP Team determines that the child is not a child with a disability, they will         

                 provide some ideas/suggestions/modifications pertaining to the reason for referral that     

                 may be helpful for the child in the classroom. 

 B. If the IEP Team determines that the child is a child with disability, a meeting to       

                develop an Individualized Education Program will be conducted to determine an    

                appropriate placement within the least restrictive environment for the child. The        

                parents will be notified of the date and time of the IEP meeting, at least ten days in    

                advance. 

  

The IEP Team 
The IEP team for each child consists of all of the following: 

➢ parents, guardian, and/or surrogate parent of the child; 

➢ at least one regular education teacher of the child if the child is, or may be,        

     participating in a regular educational environment; 

➢ at least one special education teacher, or when appropriate, at least one special     

     education provider of the child 

➢ a representative of the local educational agency 

 • who is qualified to provide or supervise the provision of special education, 

 • who is knowledgeable about the general curriculum, 

  • who is knowledgeable about the availability of and authorized to commit the  

   resources of the local educational agency and 

• who may be another local educational agency member of the IEP team if the     

   criteria above are met; 

➢ an individual who can interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results,   

     who may otherwise be a team participant; when determining the child's educational    

     placement, 

➢ individuals who are knowledgeable about the child and the placement options; at the     

     discretion of the parent or local educational agency, 

➢ other individuals who have knowledge or special expertise about the child, including 

    related services personnel as appropriate (the determination of the individual's     

    knowledge or special expertise is made by the party [parents or public local    

    educational agency] who invited the individual to be a member of the individualized  



     education program); 

➢ whenever appropriate, the child; 

➢ when transition is being discussed, other agencies who may be responsible for the 

     provision or payment of transition services; 

a.  If an invited agency does not send a representative to the meeting, the local    

  educational agency takes other steps to obtain the agency's participation in  

                            planning transition services. 

b. If the student does not attend the individualized education program meeting, 

the local educational agency takes other steps to ensure consideration of the 

students preferences and interests. 

➢ Vocational education representatives, if appropriate 

➢ A member of the multidisciplinary team, if the student is newly identified or for initial 

                 placement decision 

➢ Other individuals at the discretion of the parent or School District 

➢ A representative of any other agency that is likely to be responsible for providing or 

paying for transition services WITH PERMISSION of the parent/guardian/adult     

student. 

  

Development of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

➢ The IEP team shall determine the appropriate duration of an IEP, which shall not 

     exceed 12 months. 

➢ The IEP shall be reviewed at least annually and, if necessary revised. 

➢ The LEA shall conduct annually, at or near the end of the term of the IEP, for the    

     purpose of 

  • assessing the effectiveness of the present program, and to 

  • design an IEP, including Extended Year Services if determined by the IEP team   

                           to be necessary for a free appropriate public education (FAPE) 

 

Re-evaluation 
A re-evaluation of each child with a disability is conducted at least once every three years or 

sooner if the child’s parent or teacher requests a reevaluation. 

➢ The IEP team, including parents as active participants and other qualified    C 

     professionals as appropriate, shall plan re-evaluations. 

➢ The Team may determine that previous assessments used to determine eligibility are   

still considered to be valid. Such decisions must be documented in the Prior Written 

Notice form. 

➢ The LEA or parent shall notify the other party 72 hours before a scheduled meeting or    

      upon learning of the expected absence of a team member, whichever is earlier. The   

      team member may be excused only if the parent and the district provide written     

      consent to the excusal. 

The team member must submit written suggestions about the development of the IEP to the 

parent and IEP team prior to the meeting. 

 

In the case of a child who was previously provided services Early Supports and Services (Part C 

of the IDEA), an invitation to the initial IEP Team meeting shall, at the request of the parent, be 



sent to the Part C service coordinator or other representatives of the Part C system to assist with 

the smooth transition of services. 

➢ Team members may, at times, fulfill more than one role. 

➢ IEPs shall be developed collaboratively and include all necessary components as         

     designated in state and federal laws and regulations. 

➢ Transition goals, related services and/or supports shall be included in the discussion    

      and incorporated into the IEP as appropriate. This includes 

a.  transition to adult life as well as transitions from grade to grade,  

b. school to school or   

c. from one agency to another. 

➢ Necessary supports to ensure successful transitions will be documented. 

➢ When a vocational education component is being considered for a child with a disability, 

                  vocational assessment(s) shall be administered to the child by diagnosticians qualified 

                  as specified by the publisher of the assessment. 

➢ The IEP team membership shall include an individual knowledgeable about the      

      vocational program(s) being considered. 

➢ If the IEP team determines that vocational education is to be provided, a vocational 

                 education component shall be included as an integral part of the IEP. 

➢ Goals and objectives, as well as any appropriate accommodations and/or modifications,      

     will be developed for the IEP unless the student will participate in the vocational      

      class/program without the need for modifications. 

➢ Transition goals related to vocational programming will be reflected in the Individual      

Transition Plan and in the summary of the child’s academic achievement and functional   

performance (completed before graduation from secondary school with a regular 

diploma or exceeding the age of eligibility for FAPE). 

➢ The District shall ensure that each child with a disability has access to appropriate 

                 instructional equipment and materials for the proper and timely implementation of the 

                 IEP, including assistive technology devices or aids. 

➢ The LEA shall provide each teacher and service provider listed as having 

                 responsibilities for implementing the IEP with a copy of the complete IEP for working 

                 and monitoring purposes. 

➢ In addition, the LEA shall provide a private school or non district provider responsible     

     for implementing the IEP with a copy of the IEP on or before the first day of placement. 

➢ The District shall maintain written evidence documenting implementation of the child’s 

                 IEP, including, but not limited to:: 

             1. all special education and related services provided; 

             2. any supplementary aids and services provided; 

             3. program modifications made; and 

             4. supports provided for school personnel implementing the IEP. 

➢ The IEP team shall determine the appropriate duration of an IEP, which shall not 

                 exceed 12 months. 

➢ The IEP shall be reviewed at least annually and, if necessary, revised. 

➢ The LEA shall conduct annually, at or near the end of the term of the IEP, a 

                 meeting for the purpose of 



• assessing the effectiveness of the present program, and to 

• design an IEP, including Extended Year Services if determined by the IEP team      

   to be necessary for FAPE. 

➢ The District shall seek to obtain informed consent from a parent on the IEP before 

                 providing special education and related services to a child. 

 

  

➢ In accordance with IDEA 2004, if a parent refuses to consent to the initial provision 

     of special education and related services, the District shall not initiate a request 

     for mediation or a due process hearing. The LEA shall have the authority to 

     initiate court proceedings to authorize the initial provision of special education 

     services. If a parent refuses to consent to the provision of special education and related 

     services other than initial provision of such services, the District shall initiate a 

     due process hearing. 

At any time, the parent or District can request another meeting to discuss any areas of 

concern regarding provisions in the IEP. 

 

Individualized Education Program 

Spartanburg School District Four establishes an individualized education program (IEP) team for 

each child referred to the local educational agency. All meetings involving the identification, 

evaluation, educational placement, and provision of a free appropriate public education involve 

the IEP Team. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

Chapter 4 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
  

Spartanburg School District Four provides educational services to students with disabilities along 

a continuum of environments. The following is a list of the educational environments to be 

considered when making placement decisions, after agreement to the terms of the Individualized 

Education Program (IEP). 

The IEP Team shall keep in mind that all children with disabilities must be placed in the least 

restrictive environment for implementing the student’s specialized instruction, as detailed in their 

IEPs. 

  

General Education Classroom 
The student with a disability attends general education classes with supports and services as 

stated in the IEP. 

  

General Education with Itinerant/Consultative Assistance 
The student with a disability attends general education classes with consultative assistance 

provided by the Academic Support teacher either in the General Education or Special Education 

Classroom. 

  

The student attends the Academic Support Classroom for assistance based on the decision 

of the IEP Team (A minimum of 60 minutes per week.) This assistance can be provided before 

school, after school or during General Education class time. The Academic Support Teacher 

coordinates the scheduling of assistance during general education class time with the general 

education teacher(s). 

  

General Education with Assistance from Specialists 
The student with a disability attends general education classes with direct services provided by 

Specialists, such as; Orthopedic Therapist, Physical Therapist, Speech Pathologist or Mental 

Health Provider. 

  

General Education plus Academic Support Class 
When the general education setting, with accommodations, modifications, supplementary aides, 

and services, is inadequate to meet the needs of a student with a disability, the student may 

receive assistance (by IEP team agreement) in the Academic Support Classroom within 

Spartanburg District Four’s school system for a portion of the school day. Instruction, provided 

in the Academic Support Classroom setting, is designed to ensure that each student has 

continued access to the general education curriculum. 

  

Daily Living/Readiness Special Education Classes 
When the regular education setting, with accommodations, modifications, supplementary aides 

and services is inadequate to meet the needs of a student with a disability, the student may 

receive assistance (by IEP team agreement) in Daily Living/Readiness Special Education Classes 

within Spartanburg District Four’s school system for a portion of the school day. The student 

attends general education classes, usually elective subjects and receives direct instruction of 



Academic subjects such as; Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies, in Daily 

Living/Readiness Special Education Classes, based on the decision of the IEP Team. 

These Daily Living/Readiness Special Education Classes are, typically, organized either by the 

classification of the students or by the degree of severity of the disability. 

These class serve students according to chronological age with a range of less than four years. 

These students will receive a Credential of Attendance upon completion of high school. 

  

Full-time or Part-time Special Day School 
The child with moderate to severe disabilities depending on the functioning level attends a 

special day program, either full-time or part-time based on the decision of the IEP Team. These 

students are provided services through countywide programs located at McCarthy Teszler, Abner 

Creek, Fairforest Middle or Roebuck Elementary. 

 

  

Full-time Residential Programs 
The child attends a privately or publicly approved residential program on a full time basis 

determined by the decision of the IEP Team. 

  

Alternative Setting 
The child with a disability receives all or a portion of his/her special education program at home 

or in an alternative setting, based on the decision of the IEP Team. Some of these settings are 

listed below. 

  

a. Home Bound-The child with a disability receives his/her special education at home    

due to medical reasons. The child with a disability who is in a hospital or institution 

shall receive special education and/or educationally related services in that setting. If 

the setting prevents provision of services, the services will be made available as soon 

as possible in a viable setting. 

  

b. Home Based/HELP- A child with a disability receives his/her education at home or 

in an alternative setting because he/she is removed from the home school disciplinary 

reasons based on the decision of the IEP team. 

 

c. Spartanburg County Alternative School or  Brookwood Academy A child with a 

disability will receive his/her education in a separate school setting because he/she is 

removed from the home school for disciplinary reason based on the decision of the 

IEP team. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

  

Chapter 5 

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS AND NOTICES 
  

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS 
Parents of a child with a disability have certain protections under the procedural safeguards of 

Part B of the IDEA. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Federal law 

concerning the education of students with disabilities, requires schools to provide, the parents of 

a child with a disability, with a notice containing a full explanation of the procedural safeguards 

available under IDEA and the U.S. Department of Education regulations. A copy of this notice 

must be given to parents only one time a school year, except that a copy must also be given:  

 

 1.  Upon initial referral or parent’s request for evaluation; 

 2.  Upon receipt of parent’s first State complaint and  

 3.  Upon receipt of your first due process complaint under IDEA in a school year;  

 4.  When a decision is made to take a disciplinary action against a child that        

      constitutes a change of placement; and  

 5. Upon parent’s request. 

 

This procedural safeguards notice must include a full explanation of all of the procedural 

safeguards available under unilateral placement of a child in a private school at public expense, 

State complaint procedures, parental consent, and IEP and prior written notice, other procedural 

safeguards, e.g., mediation, due process complaints, resolution process, and impartial due 

process hearing, procedural safeguards, and confidentiality of information provisions. 

 

Spartanburg School District Four offers parents the choice of receiving the documentation of the 

procedural safeguards listed below in person, by mail, or e-mail. 

 

1. Prior written notice; 

2. Procedural safeguards notice; and 

3. Notices related to a due process complaint 

  

Below is a description of each of these procedural safeguards: 

 

PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE 
 Parents have the right to receive of any action regarding their child. This means Spartanburg 

School District Four must give written notice (provide certain information in writing), within a 

reasonable amount of time before it: 

 

1. Proposes to initiate or to change the identification, evaluation, or educational   

placement of a child, or the provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE) 

to child; or 

2. Refuses to initiate or to change the identification, evaluation, or educational 

placement of a  child, or the provision of FAPE to a child. 



 

The Content of the Prior Written Notice must: 

 

1. Describe the action that Spartanburg School District Four proposes or refuses to take; 

2. Explain why Spartanburg School District Four is proposing or refusing to take the 

action; 

3. Describe each evaluation procedure, assessment, record, or report Spartanburg School 

District Four used in deciding to propose or refuse the action; include a statement that parents 

have  protections under the procedural safeguards provisions in Part B of IDEA; 

4. Tell the parent how they can obtain a description of the procedural safeguards, if the  

    action that Spartanburg School District Four is proposing or refusing is not an initial   

    referral for evaluation; 

5. Include resources for parents to contact for help in understanding Part B of IDEA; 

6. Describe any other options that a child's individualized education program (IEP) Team  

    considered and the reasons why those options were rejected; and 

7. Provide a description of other reasons why Spartanburg School District Four proposed     

    or refused the action. 

  

The Prior Written Notice must be in understandable language: 

 

1. Written in language understandable to the general public; and 

2. Provided in parent’s native language or other mode of communication, unless it is   

    clearly not feasible to do so. 

  3. If parent’s native language or other mode of communication is not a written language 

          Spartanburg School District Four must ensure that: 

a. The notice is translated orally or by other means to parent’s native language or    

 other mode of communication; 

  b.    Parents understand the content of the notice; and 

  

The definition of NATIVE LANGUAGE when used regarding an individual, who has limited 

English proficiency, means the following: 

 

1. The language normally used by that person, or, in the case of a child, the language  

normally used by the child's parents; 

2. In all direct contact with a child (including evaluation of the child), the language    

normally used by the child in the home or learning environment. 

 

For a person with deafness or blindness, or for a person with no written language, the mode of 

communication is what the person normally uses (such as sign language, Braille, or oral 

communication). 

 

 

 

PARENTAL CONSENT 

Parents have the right to grant or refuse consent for any district action regarding the child;  
1. Parents have been fully informed in their native language or other mode of      



communication (such as sign language, Braille, or oral communication) of all 

information about the action for which you are giving consent. 

2. Parents understand and agree in writing to that action, and the consent describes that   

action and lists the records (if any) that will be released and to whom; and 

3. Parents understand that the consent is voluntary on their part and that they may  

withdraw their consent at any time. If parents wish to revoke (cancel) consent after a 

child has begun  receiving special education and related services, they must do so in 

writing. Parents’ withdrawal of consent does not negate (undo) an action that has 

occurred after consent was given but before it was withdrawn. In addition, the school 

district is not required to amend (change) a child’s education records to remove any 

references that the child received special education and related services after 

withdrawal of consent. 

  

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR INITIAL EVALUATION 
 

Spartanburg School District Four cannot conduct an initial evaluation of a child to determine 

whether the child is eligible under Part B of IDEA to receive special education and related 

services without first providing the parent with prior written notice of the proposed action and 

obtaining your consent as described under the headings Prior Written Notice and Parental 

Consent. 

Spartanburg School District Four must make reasonable efforts to obtain informed consent for an 

initial evaluation to decide whether a child has a disability. 

Parent’s consent for initial evaluation does not mean that consent was given to start providing 

special education and related services to a child. 

Spartanburg School District Four may not use a parent’s refusal to consent to one service or 

activity related to the initial evaluation as a basis for denying a child any other service, benefit, 

or activity, unless another Part B requirement requires the school district to do so. 

If a child is enrolled in public school or a parent is seeking to enroll a child in a public school 

and has refused to provide consent or failed to respond to a request to provide consent for 

an initial evaluation, Spartanburg School District Four may, but is not required to, seek to 

conduct an initial evaluation of your child by using the IDEA's mediation or due process 

complaint resolution meeting, and impartial due process hearing procedures. Spartanburg School 

District Four will not violate its obligations to locate, identify and evaluate your child if it does 

not pursue an evaluation of your child in these circumstances. 

 

Parents have the right to obtain an evaluation at public expense 
Parents have the right to an independent educational evaluation of a child at public expense if 

they disagree with the evaluation obtained by Spartanburg School District Four, subject to 

the following conditions: 

 

1. If a parent requests an independent educational evaluation of their child at public  

expense, Spartanburg School District Four must, without unnecessary delay, either: 

a. File a due process complaint to request a hearing to show that its evaluation of        

your child is appropriate; or 

b. Provide an independent educational evaluation at public expense, unless the    

school district demonstrates in a hearing that the evaluation of the child that 



you obtained did not meet the school districts criteria. 

 

2. If Spartanburg School District Four requests a hearing and the final decision is that  

         the district’s evaluation of the child is appropriate, the parent still has the right to an      

    Independent educational evaluation, but not at public expense. 

 

Parents have the right to obtain a parent-initiated evaluation. 
If you obtain an independent educational evaluation of your child at public expense or you share 

with the school district an evaluation of your child that you obtained at private expense: 

 

1. The school district may ask the reason for the objection to the evaluation of the child  

obtained by Spartanburg School District Four.  

2. Spartanburg School District Four may not require an explanation and may not  

unreasonably delay either providing the independent educational evaluation of your 

child at public expense or filing a due process complaint to request a due process 

hearing to defend the school district’s evaluation of your child. 

4. A parent is entitled to only one independent educational evaluation of a child at public     

expense each time Spartanburg District Four conducts an evaluation of your child with   

which you disagree. 

 

 

 

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR PROVISION OF SERVICES 

 

Spartanburg School District Four must obtain parent’s informed consent before providing special 

education and related services to a child for the first time. 

 

Spartanburg School District Four must make reasonable efforts to obtain informed consent 

before providing special education and related services to a child for the first time. If parents do 

not respond to a request to provide consent for a child to receive special education and related 

services for the first time, or refuse to give such consent or later revoke (cancel) consent in 

writing, Spartanburg School District Four may not use the procedural safeguards (i.e., mediation, 

due process complaint, resolution meeting, or an impartial due process hearing) in order to obtain 

agreement or a ruling that the special education and related services (recommended by a child's 

IEP Team) may be provided to a child without consent. 

If consent is refused for a child to receive special education and related services for the first time, 

or if there is no response to a request to provide such consent or consent is later revoked 

(cancelled) in writing and Spartanburg School District Four does not provide the child with the 

special education and related services for which it sought consent, Spartanburg School District 

Four: 

 

 1. Is not in violation of the requirement to make a free appropriate public education   

                (FAPE) available to your child for its failure to provide those services to your child;  

                and 

 2. Is not required to have an individualized education program (IEP) meeting or develop  

                an IEP for your child for the special education and related services for which consent   



                was requested. 

 

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR REEVALUATIONS 
Spartanburg District Four must obtain informed consent before it reevaluates a child, unless the 

district can demonstrate that: 

 

 1. It took reasonable steps to obtain your consent for your child's reevaluation; and 

 2. You did not respond. 

 

If you refuse to consent to your child's reevaluation, the school district may, but is not required 

to, pursue your child's reevaluation by using the mediation, due process complaints, resolution 

meetings, and impartial due process hearing procedures to seek to override your refusal to 

consent to your child's reevaluation. As with initial evaluations, Spartanburg District Four does 

not violate its obligations under Part B of IDEA if it declines to pursue the reevaluation in this 

manner. 

  

  

OTHER CONSENT REQUIREMENTS 

 

Parental consent is not required before Spartanburg School District Four may: 

 

1. Review existing data as part of a child's evaluation or a reevaluation; or 

2. Give a child a test or other evaluation that is given to all children unless, before that 

    test or evaluation, consent is required from parents of all children. 

 

If you have enrolled a child in a private school at your own expense or if you are home 

schooling a child, and you do not provide consent for the child's initial evaluation or 

re-evaluation, or you fail to respond to a request to provide consent, Spartanburg School District 

Four may not use its dispute resolution procedures (i.e., mediation, due process complaint, 

resolution meeting, or an impartial due process hearing) and is not required to consider the child 

eligible to receive equitable services (services made available to some parentally-placed private 

school children with disabilities). 

  

 

 

  

DEFINITION OF A WARD OF THE STATE 

 

Ward of the State, as used in IDEA, means a child who, as determined by the State where the 

child lives, is: 

 1. A foster child; 

 2. Considered a ward of the State under State law; or 

 3. In the custody of a public child welfare agency. 

 

There is one exception that you should know about. Ward of the State does not include a  foster 

child who has a foster parent who meets the definition of a parent as used in IDEA. 



 

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR INITIAL EVALUATION FOR A WARD OF THE STATE 

 

If a child is a ward of the State and is not living with his or her parent Spartanburg School 

District Four does not need consent from the parent for an initial evaluation to determine if the 

child is a child with a disability if: 

 

 1. Despite reasonable efforts to do so, the school district cannot find the child’s parent; 

 2. The rights of the parents have been terminated in accordance with State law; or 

 3. A judge has assigned the right to make educational decisions to an individual other       

    than the parent and that individual has provided consent for an initial evaluation. 

  

  

 

  REVOCATION OF CONSENT FOR SERVICES 

 

A parent may revoke consent for the provision of special education and related services. The 

revocation must be in writing. Revocation of consent is not retroactive and will not result in the 

removal or modification of any of your child’s existing student records. 

If, at any time subsequent to the initial provision of special education and related services, you 

revoke consent in writing for the continued provision of special education and related services, 

Spartanburg School District Four 

 

 1. May not continue to provide special education and related services to the child, but  

                must provide prior written notice before discontinuing those services; 

 2. May not use the mediation procedures or due process procedures in order to obtain 

               agreement or a ruling that the services may be provided to the child; 

 3. Will not be considered to be in violation of the requirement to make FAPE available to 

    the child because of the failure to provide the child with further special education and 

      related services; and 

3. Is not required to convene an IEP Team meeting or develop an IEP for the child for     

further provision of special education and related services. 

 

  

 DOCUMENTATION OF REASONABLE EFFORTS TO OBTAIN PARENTAL 

CONSENT 

 

Spartanburg School District Four must maintain documentation of reasonable efforts to obtain 

consent for initial evaluations, to provide special education and related services for the first time, 

for a re-evaluation, and to locate parents of wards of the State for initial evaluations. The 

documentation must include a record of the school districts attempts in these areas, such as: 

1. Detailed records of telephone calls made or attempted and the results of those calls; 

2. Copies of correspondence sent to you and any responses received; and 

3. Detailed records of visits made to your home or place of employment and the results of 

                those visits. 

 


